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BETHLEM SANATORIUM — PERTH ROYAL SHOW 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.44 pm]: I do not intend to 
delay the house for too long tonight but I want to say a few words about an article that appeared on page 9 of 
today’s The West Australian entitled “Haunted house not for the faint-hearted”. For those members who might 
not have read it or heard anything on the news today, there is a new exhibition at the Perth Royal Show. It is not 
my usual practice to get up in this place and comment on every issue that is canvassed in the daily paper but on 
this occasion I was somewhat disappointed when I read the article and saw the accompanying photo. This new 
exhibition is called the Bethlem Sanatorium. 

I say at the outset that I believe that the Perth Royal Show is absolutely fantastic. It is unfortunate that this 
exhibition has cast a small shadow over what is really a fantastic week and a great day out for families to enjoy. 
Most importantly, it is an opportunity to showcase agriculture and the importance of agriculture to the wider 
Western Australian community. I also realise that when we talk about sideshow alley, plenty of rides and 
amusements are on offer. In fact, if we go just by the title of the article, I have no problem with the concept of 
a haunted house. It is not something that amuses me—I must admit that I am a bit of a scaredy-cat—but 
I appreciate that it appeals to others. According to the article, this exhibition has trapdoors and creepy hallways. 
Again, I do not have any problem with that. But it will also have, as the article states — 

… an open ward with 20 wandering patients who all get a kick out of making people scream. 

I find that to be in somewhat poor taste, to say the least. I am certainly not alone in that view. I know that the 
Minister for Mental Health made some comments today that were reported on the news, and that it has been the 
subject of talkback radio. I also had a brief discussion with the minister tonight and I understand that a number of 
support associations have come out against this exhibition. 

I understand that this haunted house, for want of a better description, is based on Bethlem Royal Hospital, one of 
the world’s oldest hospitals for the treatment of people with a mental illness. It was founded back in 1247. From 
the limited research that I have done, it was clearly an infamous hospital. Indeed, the article states that it had 
a reputation for abuse and scandal. We have, however, come a long way since 1247. Indeed, we have spent many 
hours in this house debating the Mental Health Bill 2013, a significant bill that, when passed, will provide, 
amongst other things, greater protection and support for some of the most vulnerable in our community. In 
a couple of weeks, we will also have Mental Health Week, a significant community awareness event on a serious 
issue within our community. 

Although it might be suggested that this exhibition is some way of showing how mentally ill people were treated 
back in the thirteenth and fourteenth century, I agree with the Minister for Mental Health, whom I heard on the 
radio today, that it is neither amusing nor respectful. If we want to portray how things have changed in the area 
of mental illness and mental health and the support that is provided, in my mind this is not the way to do it. 
I know that the minister has commented on the exhibition. I have also spoken to the Minister for Agriculture and 
Food about this matter, and he shares the same views. I am not here tonight to criticise every ride or exhibition 
that might fall somewhat outside what we would normally think would appear in a sideshow alley, but on this 
occasion, I believe that sensitivity and recognition that this may offend some of our most vulnerable citizens 
should have been at the forefront of any decision-making about its appropriateness. Some people may say that 
the way to deal with this is not to pay the $15. It is a person’s choice; that is right. Some people might also say 
that I am being anti-fun. I however think everyone in this house knows what is amusing and what is not; and if 
the photo that appeared on page 9 of today’s newspaper is anything to go by, I would not put it in the amusing 
category. 
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